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III. Remdrfa taken upon Dtjfe&ing the Body of 
A. M. a Maid of about thirty Tears of Age, 
who dyed of an Afcites, the Firji of Auguft, 
i68p. 

TO prevent the too impetuous Eruption of the 
contained Liquor ( in cafe Incifion had been pre- 
sently made ) we made a Perforation of the Ahdomcn, 
in the raoft prominent part, as the Body Fay along, by 
a Paracentefes, extra&ing through a fmall Cam/a, to the 
quantity of three Gallons : Afterwards we laid the Corps 
upon a Table, in the feme pofture, where we made In- 
cifion, beginning between the Vmhilicus and the Carti- 
lago-Enfiformis, dilating ftill as we emptied, till we had 
made room for a Quart- pot, with which we drew out, 
to the .Number of Seventy Six good meafured Quarts 
( accounting the three Gallons which were extracted be- 
fore ) of a fabfaline and fomewhat auftere Serum, which 
amounts to the quantity of Nineteen Gallons', befides 
what was imbibed with our Spunges, not improbably 
two Quarts more. 

I did admire, whilft we were emptying this Liquor, 
that I could perceive none of the Fifcera fluctuating in 
the fame, which I have known cuftomary, and I believe 
is common with moft Hydropiclc Bodies ; I remember 
'twas the fear of this did once retard an Eminent Phy- 
fician, from a Paracentejts upon his Patient, left the Sur- 
geon in making Perforation mould Puncture the Inte- 
ltines. In this Body there was no interpofing Body , 
Parenchymatous or Gland ulous, to augment the Circum- 
ference of this Prodigious Inundation. £or after the 
drying up the refidue of this Humour ( which in colour 
and confidence did fbmewhat refembie Water, wherein 
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upon a ftricl imprefs I could have buried three or four 
Fingers: And.,)et her upper Parts, as the Neck, Face, 
Arms, and Hands were (o wonderfully emaciated, that 
fhe feemed much mtfre like a Sceleton than a carnous 
Subftance. 

To recite the Vifcera m order as they appeared, after 
dividing of the Peritoneum, the firft thing that mould 
have occur'd, is the Omentum or Kell; yet in this Body 
it was really and abfolutely wafted away, and had not 
Jeft the leaft apparent fign, that there had ever been fuch 
a thing. 

The fnteftines I could not perceive vitiated any other 
ways than in their colour, which was fomewhat pallid, 
as if they had been feethed ; and indeed the Internals 
for the moft part, as the Ventricle,Pancreas,Liver,Spleen, 
Kidneys, Gfr. looked all of them like Flelh half boyled, 
and the Blood abforbed. For although, as I (aid before, 
neither of thefe Bowels did fwim in, or communicate 
with the Serum, being feparated by the aforefaid Mem- 
brane; yet the great nearnefs of the fuperincumbenc 
Liquids had polluted and tinged the external Coats of 
the Vifcera, with their preternatural as well as putrefa- 
ctive heat. 

The Inteftines were all of them diftended with flatus's* 
particularly the Cacum was blown up to a very confide- 
rable bigneft ,• I obferved in the two lowermoft of the 
great ones, (viz:) the Colon and Rcftum, fome of the 
Excrements contracted like little Balls, and as hard to 
bear any impreflion through the Coats of the Gut, as a 
Stone •. From whence I do conjecture that ihe had la- 
boured under a confiderable conftipation of the Belly , 
and that for fome time, part. 

The Liver ( the Ancient's great Organ of Sanguifica- 
tion) which by fome is adjudged to be particularly and 
principally mifaffe&ed in this Diftcmper, we found aa 
more faulty than the reft of the Bowels. 
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Fleih newly killed, had been walhed, faving that it was 
of a fbmewhat deeper red, and had a more Cra/s Hy r 
pojlafis) we plainly perceived (which was very won- 
derful) that the whole Bulk of this (b ponderous a De- 
luge, was bore up and fuftained between the Cutis and 
Peritonaeum ; whereby there was made fo great a Gom- 
preflion of the Inteftines, and other Vifiera, to the Ver- 
tebra Lumhrum and Ofs Sacrum, that 'tis vtry ft range 
to think how there could be any protrufion of Excre- 
ment, per podicem; fince of neceffity (by the aforefaid 
Compreflion) the Mottu Periftaltkus mull be very flow, 
if any at all, andfecondly, the Mufculi Retli of the Ab- 
domen, which are faid to be fubfervient to that fo need- 
fary an Excretion, were not only at a very confiderable 
diftance, but even to my apprehenfion quite obliterated, 
or at beft if there were any Rudiment of them left, it 
could not be diftinguiftied from the carnous Pannicle, or 
common Tegument of the Body ; when at the fame time 
the outward covering or Cutis it felf (notwithftanding 
fo vaft and powerful a dilation) was full as thick (in 
fome places much thicker ) as in a found Body ; parti- 
cularly in the Hypogaflrick Region, where the Membrana 
adipofa, was obferved to be above two Inches thick, and 
feemed to be no other than a Congeries of little Bladders, 
each of them contaio'd in its proper Capfula, and im- 
pleet with a coagulated Lymphatic Juice. 

One would reasonably have conjectured, that the 
Blood in the Abdominal Vefiels-, had been flagniz'd for 
fbme time pad, or at ieafl had undergone a very depra- 
ved Circulation : For one might obferve in many places, 
the grumous part had been thrown forth of its VeflelSj 
and adher'd in great clots to the Membranes. 

Before f give you a more particular Defcription of 
the contained Parts, I {hall Remark what is no more than 
ufual ; that her Thighs, Leggs, and Feet were Anafarcous, 
and fo extreamly elevated with a watry Humour, that 
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There was a perfect adhefion of the whole Body of 
the Spleen to the Peritontzum y though with no great 
difficulty to be feparated from the fame ,• for its colour 
and complexion it was (uitable to the other Bowels, vn- 
left fomewhat more Jivid, as it Naturally fliould be. 

Upon difle&ing the Kidneys, with a diligent in<|ui- 
fition and infpe&ion of its parts, we difcovered nothing 
( though before-hand Jealous ) either in the Caruncula: 
Tapiltares, or in the Infundibulnm, that could be any 
ways an impediment or let to the Secretion of the Se- 
rum Sanguinis, in cafe an Attempt had been made upon 
thofe Parts by a Crifu. 

The Vefica Vrinaria was empty, and to my appre- 
henfion (by reafbn of its more than ordinary fmalnefs) 
did not feem capable of any great diftenrion. At the 
upper end or bottom of the Vefica, a little inclining to 
the left fide of the Rettum, I perceived the Vterus, al- 
mofl three Inches in length, and about two in breadth, 
it feemed to be nothing elfe but a little carnous Sub- 
ftance : its Body was depreft, its Superficies fmooth and 
glib, its internal part was fomewhat rugous, although 
its Cavity when opened, would fcarcely, I believe, have 
contained ones little Finger. It is really admirable that 
fo frnall a part as this, mould fo wonderfully dilate and 
expand its Tunicles, as to afford Reception for a Human 
Pectus; after whofe Expulfion, it doth as it were by a 
certain innate propenfity, contraft it felf to its Priftine 
Magnitude; I cannot more fitly compare it (as I per- 
ceived it in this Body) to any thing, than the figure of 
a Pear fomewhat depreft. 

The Ventricle had nothing contained in it but Wind , 
with which, like unto a blown Bladder, it would return 
after the leaft impreflion. 

We come now unto the Part« contain'd within the 
Thorax, but before we fpeak of nem, I muft tell you 
that 1 took notice of fotnething, I account admirable , 

and 



and that was the unufual fituation of the Diaphragm* 
which we found fo forcibly impell'd upwards into the 
Cheft, that its Diajlole mud needs be very obtcurely 
afliftant to Refpiration : It was indeed fo far contraded, 
that its Convex part bore hard ogainft the Lobes of the 
Lungs, whofe Sulftance, as I have ften in feme that 
had dyed tabid, was very much decay'd and pcrifht, 
and looked juft like par-boy I'd Flefh. 

Tlie next and laft Part which we viewed, was the 
Heart, and in this Noble Vifcus I difcovered fomething 
memorable, for upon cutting of it open, I did not per- 
ceive the leaft drop of Water to fall from it : By which 
it may be juftly thought that the Pericardium or Capfule 
of the Heart, being altogether deftitute of its refrige- 
rating Liquor, clung immediately to the proper Tunic 
of the Heart it felf ; upon cutting throngh whofe Ven- 
tricles, we could not perceive one drop of Blood, no 
more than in the reft of the Bowels; nay, the Liver, 
which has been by fome accounted the Store-houfe of 
the Bloody Mafs, was deftitute of fomuch as might be 
thought neceflary for its own proper Nourifhment, and 
yet its Salino-Suhhureous Partioles, which conftitute the 
Gall, were depohted into the Fefic&Bilaria % to the quan- 
tity of about a Spoonful. 

We took no other Survey of the Parts within the 
Thorax, than by opening of the. Diaphragm, and look- 
ing up into the fame : For fince we had feen fufficicnt 
Reafon for the extin&ion of the Vital Flame, and by 
conlequence the Diflolution of this Inferable Creature, 
we contented our felves with what we had difcovered in 
the Abdomen or lower Belly j and yet if we had been 
minded more narrowly to have viewed the Parts within 
the Cheft, we might eafily have come at them, without 
throwing up the Sterno*, which is abfolutely necifTary, 
and no more than cuftomary upon a Survey of thole 
Parts: But in this Body I obferved fo large a protube- 
rance 
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rancc of the Cc/la and Ster»on, that one might very 
eafily have taken out cither Heart or Lungs, without io 
much as touching their Enclofure. Whether this might 
not be occafton'd from the rarify'd Effluvia of the Wa- 
ters, pent up within the Bread, or rather a neceflary 
Cortfequence of the Diaphragm's being fo excellively 
prelltd upwards, I leave to a more Critical Cenfure ; 
neither lhall I take upon me to determine whether the 
contained Liquor happened from any Rupture in the 
Lacteal or Lymphatick Veflcls, according to Dr. Wiflis, 
or (as more probable to me) if it were not pure Serum 
(the Blood being diflblved in its conftituent parts) break- 
ing forth of the little mouths of the Caliac and other 
Arteries. 

~, r (Mr. James iVaffe,-) 

h f C 7,^X "i * n - & J™- ichyrurgeons. 

this Difledhon, I Dan iel Turner S 



IV. Obfervatio Caftn non vulgaris De Hydrofe 
intra ZJteri Tunicas contento. 

ER. a Pcrfon Aged 44, and upwards; fometime 
. after flie was married, had conceived (as fhe 
thought) by (bme fuppofed Symptoms of Pregnancy, 
and in order to her Delivery, at the expiration of the 
time of her Account, her Midwife was confulted. (Her 
fancy'd ) Pains came on, and (he thought her felf very 
near her Labour. Her Belly was grown very big. and 
had gradually increafed from the time of her (imagined) 
Conception ; but alas, (he found her (elf deceived in her 
Expectation, and her Preparations for this time all in 
vain. Her illnels (hortly after wore off, without leaving 
any Prognoftick of an approaching Birth. 

Thus 



